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No compromise on rigorous evaluation for coronavirus 
vaccine candidates: Scientific Advisor VijayRaghavan

New Delhi India's COVID-19 vaccine C O VA X I N  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  i n  
candidates will go through a rigorous collaboration with Bharat Biotech.
evaluation process that will not be Responding to a question on ICMR's letter, 
compromised, the government's Principal VijayRaghvan said, "Today is 10th of the 
Scientific Advisor K VijayRaghavan said July and let''s say the phase 1 trial starts 
on Friday, indicating that the ICMR-Bharat today. And they start at all the 12 sites 
Biotech vaccine is unlikely to be out by simultaneously... (which is) unlikely.
August 15.Phase 1 of the human trial of any "Let us assume that they start together. Phase 
vaccine usually takes 28 days and that is 1 trial involves an injection, then another 
fo l lowed  by  two  o the r  phases ,  injection after seven days and then an 
VijayRaghavan said while addressing a examination after 14 days and then looking 
webinar at the Vivekananda International at the results of that before deciding, so 
Foundation.India's drug regulator has after 28 days"After Phase 1, there are two 
given the go-ahead for trials for two other phases, he stressed."So the timeline 
vaccine candidates -- Bharat Biotech for a vaccine, if we look at the global ones, 
vaccine and the Zydus Cadila vaccine."So, will go into phase 3 trials in several months 
the Bharat Biotech vaccine or the Zydus after the Phase 1 trial."Asked how the 
Cadila vaccine will go through a rigorous process can be fastened, VijayRaghavan 
evaluation process which will not be said Phases 1 and 2 can be combined and 
compromised, as ICMR clarified," conducted simultaneously. The two phases 
VijayRaghavan said.Even if the vaccine is focus on safety and immunogenicity in 
available today, it will take one or two humans. Phase 3 also requires a very large 
years for it to be made available for number of people over a very long time but 
everyone with priority being given to the that can also be shrunk."All this can take 
vulnerable, he said.Aiming to launch an can a five to 10-year period which can be 
indigenous COVID-19 vaccine by August brought down to about 12-15-month 
15, the Indian Council of Medical Research period. It is an enormously expensive 
has written to select medical institutions process because a massive parallel 
and hospitals to fast-track clinical trial processing is required.
approvals for the vaccine candidate 

WHO chief praises Dharavi's coronavirus 
containment strategy, says testing is key

Currency Notes (FICN).Since its New Delhi Over a year after a full-body 
installation, the Attari customs truck scanner (FBTS) was installed at 
officials have been dissatisfied with Rs the checkpost at India-Pakistan border 
23 crore truck scanner and few in the in Attari, it has stopped functioning 
customs department even went to the and authorities have called it 
extent of calling it a dud.defunct.The meeting of experts itself 

has faced significant delays due to the Punj Lloyd, the company which had 
lockdown. But on Friday, barring a bagged the Rs 120-crore contract from 
member from Atomic Energy the government for the supply of the 
Regulatory Board (AERB), rest of the FBTS has since then made some 
members from review committee changes. But an official said, 
comprising officials from SSB, BSF, "Customs wanted some very specific 
IB, customs and Land Port Authority changes."The purpose of FBTS was to 
of India carried out a detailed review locate hidden arms, ammunition, 
near International Border (IB). The explosives, detonators and IEDs. The 

permission from the Punjab government for the final report is expected to be submitted scanner was also meant to detect fake currency 
inspection team who then carried out the review.soon to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). and narcotics.

The team carried out 13 technical checks, MHA had earlier marked a deadline to review the The truck scanner project, at the cost of Rs 23 
including a penetrating test to see if the scanner full body scanner on June 30. The delay on crore, was announced in March 2017 by then 
has ability to detect 70 mm metal from behind a account of coronavirus was further complicated Minister of State (MoS) for Home Affairs, 
350 mm iron sheet.Another test was to identify because of the 14-day mandatory quarantine Kiren Rijiju.The report is likely to be submitted 
currency notes in dry fruit as the route has often rules in Punjab for people coming from Delhi. to Land Port Authority of India next week 
been used for smuggling of Fake Indian Finally, the MHA intervened and took special before the final review by Home Ministry.

Exclusive: BJP members 
stall discussion on 

coronavirus at PAC meeting
New Delhi The Public Accounts 

Committee (PAC) which met for 
the first time on Friday failed to 
take up discussion on the 
coronavirus pandemic, sources 
have told India Today TV.

PAC Chairman and Leader of 
Opposition in Lok Sabha, Adhir 
Ranjan Chowdhury's efforts to 
discuss hardships faced by people 
due to the coronavirus-induced 
lockdown in the country were 
stonewalled by the BJP members 
in the committee.

BJP MPs objected to his suggestion, 
citing rules governing the PAC.

During the PAC meeting, Adhir 
Chowdhury proposed to the 
members to take up the matter suo 
moto citing an unprecedented 
crisis globally. He requested the 
m e m b e r s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
coronavirus pandemic and its 
ramifications on agriculture, 
MSMEs, and response by the 
health sector.Adhir Ranjan 
appealed to the members to let the 
discussion take place through 
consensus, driven by conscience.

The efforts were objected by BJD 
MP Bhrithari Mehtab, who 
opposed the move citing rules. 
Adhir Ranjan told the BJD MP that 
in the past, PAC had taken up 
discussion on the 2G and 3G 
allocation issues. However, BJP 
MP Bhupendra Yadav said it was 
done only after the CAG report.

Bhupendra Yadav also asserted that 
voting among members should be 
held to get the majority view for 
any suo moto discussion under rule 
269.With the majority heavily in 
favour of the ruling BJP, the PAC 
Chairman had to drop his 
proposal.Congress sources told 
India Today TV that BJP members 
feared that any exchange of 
thoughts on coronavirus pandemic 
could lead to a discussion on PM 
CARES fund, hence it was stalled.

the novel coronavirus in Dharavi, saying in June," the Centre had said earlier.The New Delhi The World Health Organisation 
proactive measures reduced the growth rate BMC adopted a model of actively following (WHO) on Friday lauded the efforts put in to 
of the infection in Asia's largest slum to 1.02 the four T's - tracing, tracking, testing and break the chain of the novel coronavirus in 
per cent in June from 12 per cent in April. treating, the ministry said. This approach the "densely packed area in the megacity of 
The Union Health Ministry had lauded the included activities like proactive screening Mumbai", Dharavi, among other countries.
BMC for ensuring a steep decline of daily and while 47,500 people were covered by Stating Italy, Spain and South Korea, and even 
Covid-19 cases in Dharavi from an average doctors and private clinics in house-to-house in Dharavi as examples, WHO Chief Tedros 
of 43 in May to 19 in the third week of screening, about 14,970 people were Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that however 
June.The BMC faced several challenges in screened with the help of mobile vans, and "intense" the outbreak was in some 
Dharavi where 80 per cent of the population 4,76,775 were surveyed by BMC health countries, the coronavirus could still be 
depends on community toilets, it workers."Fever clinics were set up for chased through aggressive action. He also 
said.About 8-10 people live in households screening high-risk category such as suppressing the virus," Tedros said.said that it is still possible to bring 

or hutment that measures about 10/10 feet, elderly/senior citizens. This helped to screen coronavirus outbreaks under control, even Tedros statement comes on the day, Mike 
coupled with the existence of narrow lanes 3.6 lakh people. Also, around 8246 senior though the number of cases has more than Ryan,  head of  the  World Heal th  
with two-three-storey houses where often citizens were surveyed and as part of its doubled in the past six weeks. Organization's emergencies programme said 
the ground floor is a house and other floors policy of 'timely separation', they were that it was unlikely that the new coronavirus "In the last six weeks cases have more than 
are used as factories, the statement separated from the other community to would be eliminated. He further said that to doubled," Tedros told a virtual press 
said.According to the BMC's infographic effectively limit the transmission of the avoid future flare-ups of the disease, conference in Geneva. However, "there are 
based on July 8 data, five civic wards, four disease," the ministry said.To tackle the issue countries would have to act quickly after many examples from around the world that 
from western suburbs and G-south ward in of manpower to carry out proactive coming out of lockdowns.Speaking have shown that even if the outbreak is very 
Island City where Asia's largest slum screening in high-risk zones, the BMC alongside Ryan, Maria Van Kerkhove, intense, it can still be brought back under 
Dharavi is located, have over 5,000 cases forged strategic public-private partnerships technical lead on the Covid-19 pandemic at control," said Tedros.
each."Being densely populated (2,27,136 in containment measures and all available the WHO, said that airborne transmission of "Some of these examples are Italy, Spain and 
persons/sq km), Dharavi had 491 cases in 'private' practitioners were mobilised, the the new coronavirus had always been a South Korea, and even in Dharavi - a densely 
April 2020 with a 12 per cent growth rate and ministry had said."BMC provided the private concern but that droplets appeared to be the packed area in the megacity of Mumbai - a 
a case doubling period of 18 days," it said. doctors with PPE Kits, thermal scanners, most common infection route.Earlier, the strong focus on community engagement and 
"The proactive measures adopted by BMC pulse Oxymeters, masks and gloves and Centre had also praised the Mumbai civic the basics of testing, tracing, isolating and 
reduced the Covid-19 growth rate to 4.3 per started door-to-door screening in high-risk b o d y,  B r i h a n m u m b a i  M u n i c i p a l  treating all those that are sick is key to 
cent in May 2020 and further to 1.02 per cent zones and all suspects were identified.Corporation (BMC), for "actively" chasing breaking the chains of transmission and 

Rs 23 crore truck scanner at Attari border goes 
defunct after a year, MHA awaits report

Uma Bharti questions 
Dubey arrest in Ujjain

Bhopal While congratulating the Uttar Pradesh 
police for gunning down Vikas Dubey, former 
Union Minister and senior BJP leader Uma 
Bharti questioned the circumstances leading 
to the gangster’s arrest from the Mahakal 
Temple in Ujjain.The former Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister said mystery surrounds the 
arrest that took place hours before his death in 
an alleged encounter near Kanpur.“How did 
he reach Ujjain? How much time did he spend 
on the temple premises? Why did it take so 
long to recognise him given that his face has 
been shown so much on television that anyone 
would have recognised him?” she 
tweeted.Bharti said she would speak to 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan and Home Minister Narottam 
Mishra about the temple arrest.

“But it’s true that Lord Mahakal annihilated the 
killer (Dubey) of an honest police officer like 
Devendra Mishra,” she added.

Don't take voters for granted, even Indira Gandhi, Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee had lost: NCP chief Sharad Pawar

defeated."It means that in terms of the differences with CM Thackeray on the Mumbai Taking aim at the Bharatiya Janata 
democratic rights, the common man is lockdown in the state, Pawar said, Party (BJP), Nationalist Congress Party 
wiser than the politicians. If we "Absolutely not. What differences? For (NCP) president Sharad Pawar has said 
politicians cross the line, he teaches us a what? During the entire period of lockdown, that politicians should not take voters for 
lesson. Therefore, people do not like the I have had excellent communication with the granted as even powerful leaders like 
stand that 'we will come back to power'," chief minister and continue to do so."Indira Gandhi and Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
he said."No politician should take people had been defeated in elections.Criticising Pawar, who played a key role in bringing 
for granted. Nobody should take a stand former Maharashtra Chief Minister together the Sena, Congress and NCP for 
that he would return to power. People Devendra Fadnavis over his 'Mi punha formation of government in the state in 
thought that this stand smacks of yein' (I will come back) refrain during the November last year, blamed the media and 
arrogance and hence feeling grew among last year's assembly polls, Sharad Pawar said sarcastically that the news gathering 
them that they should be taught a lesson," said that voters thought that this stance activity had been hit by the coronavirus-
Sharad Pawar said.Sharad Pawar said the smacked of arrogance and felt that they induced lockdown and they had the This is for the first time that a non-Shiv Sena 

change of government in Maharashtra was should be taught a lesson. responsibility to fill the pages of leader has featured in a marathon interview 
not an accident. newspapers."I have been reading reports of Sharad Pawar also said that that there was not series in the party mouthpiece. It has so far 

"People of Maharashtra voted in line of the growing differences among the three allies, an "iota of truth" in reports about differences published marathon interviews of late Bal 
sentiment prevailing in the country during but there is not an iota of truth in that," he in the three ruling allies- Shiv Sena, NCP and Thackeray and Uddhav Thackeray.
the national elections. But the mood changed said.Speaking about the style of functioning Congress- that are part of the Uddhav Replying to a query over BJP's defeat in the 
during the assembly polls. Even though BJP of Shiv Sena founder Bal Thackeray and Thackeray-led Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA). last assembly polls in the state, Sharad Pawar 
did well in the Lok Sabha polls, it fared Uddhav Thackeray, Pawar said, "Although Sharad Pawar said this in an interview by Shiv said, "In a democracy, you cannot think that 
poorly in assembly elections in different Balasaheb was never in the seat of power, he Sena leader and Executive Editor of party you will remain in power eternally. Voters 
states. Even people of Maharashtra voted for was the driving force behind the power. He mouthpiece 'Saamana'. The first of the three- will not tolerate if they are taken for granted. 
a change," he said. got power in Maharashtra due to his part interview series was published in the Powerful leaders mass base with like Indira 

ideology.Replying to a query over his reported Marathi daily on Saturday. Gandhi and Atal Bihari Vajpayee had been 

Sanskrit to replace urdu 
on railway signboards 

in Uttarakhand
Two booked on sedition 
charges for 'horse-
trading' ahead of RS 
polls: Official
Jaipur Two persons have been booked on 

charges of sedition and hatching criminal 
conspiracy for their alleged involvement in 
horse-trading of Congress MLAs ahead of the 
Rajya Sabha elections last month, a top 
official said on Friday.The case was lodged 
following surveillance of their mobile phones 
and the identity of political leaders who were 
in their touch is being ascertained, said 
Additional Director General Ashok Rathore 
of Rajasthan Anti-Terrorist Squad and 
Special Operation Group."Mobile phone of 
anti-social elements were put on surveillance. 
Based on the interception of two phones, 
some facts have come to fore that they and 
some others might be involved in the horse-
trading of MLAs," Rathore told reporters.

"So an FIR has been registered against the two 
persons owning the mobile phones and a few 
others," he added.He said a case has been 
registered under IPC sections 124-A and 120-
B.Rathore said a probe is on ascertain the 
identity of political leaders, who were in 
contact with these persons.

He said a manhunt has been launched to nab the 
duo, while a probe is on also on another 
complaint lodged by Congress Chief Whip 
Mahesh Joshi.Joshi had filed a complaint 
with the Anti-Corruption Bureau for a probe 
into the possible horse-trading bids while the 
ruling Congress dispensation had also lodged 
a complaint with the SOG for an investigation 
into the organised crime of money transfer for 
horse-trading of legislators to influence the 
outcome of Rajya Sabha elections and to 
topple the Ashok Gehlot-led Congress 
government.

Taking a strict view of complaints of exorbitant fee being charged by private hospitals, 
Punjab CM Amarinder Singh termed such actions as "anti-people and anti-national"

*Mumbai's recovery rate 
now stands at 67 per cent 
while the doubling rate of 
cases stands at 44 days, 
the Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
said.

Stating Italy, Spain and South 
Korea, and even in Dharavi as 
examples, WHO Chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that 
however "intense" the outbreak 
was in some countries, the 
coronavirus could still be chased 
through aggressive action.

 Hyderabad  Nearly 200 nursing staff working 
on contract at the Gandhi General Hospital in 
Hyderabad, Telangana’s nodal centre for 
treatment of Covid-19 cases, sat on an 
indefinite strike Saturday morning in support 
of regularisation of their services and 
payment on par with newly recruited 
outsourcing nursing staff.

The strike comes barely a month after junior 
doctors at the hospital had staged a protest 
seeking decentralisation of Covid-19 
treatment, immediate recruitment of 
additional staff, and enhanced security for all 
frontline workers.

A few contractual nurses, who stepped out on 
the road outside the hospital campus as media 
was not allowed inside, said they never 
receive their salaries on time and that a few 
months’ payment remains pending.The 
nurses had met with the director of medical 
education (DME), Dr. K Ramesh Reddy, 
Friday and submitted a representation 
addressed to health minister Eatala Rajender. 
In the letter, they said a total of 200 staff were 
working since 2007 on a contract and were 
paid Rs 15,000 per month after deductions. 
Having put themselves on the front line in the 
wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, many 
among them were already infected with the 
virus as they requested the minister to 
regularise their services. Follow Telangana, 
Andhra Pradesh Coronavirus Live 
UpdatesThose nursing staff recruited 
recently are being paid Rs 25,000 to Rs 
28,000 whereas we have been working for the 
last 13 years with a take-home salary of Rs 
15,000,” said Megha Bellapurla, the 
president of outsourcing nursing staff 
association at Gandhi hospital.

According to her, nearly 80 of them were 
detained by police and shifted to Amberpet 
and Sultanbazaar police stations after they 
squatted outside the DME’s office Friday 
afternoon. “The DME responded that the file 
about our salaries is yet to move and that the 
chief minister would have to decide on the 
issue.

Madhya Pradesh 
woman arrested for 
killing cousin over 
suspicion of affair with 
husband

Shahdol A35-year-old woman allegedly 
hacked her cousin to death on Saturday on 
suspicion that she was having affair with her 
husband in Madhya Pradesh's Shahdol 
district, the police said.The incident took 
place at Padhkar village, 45 km from the 
district headquarters.

The accused was identified as Roshani Kewat.
Roshani suspected that her cousin Lalita Kewat 

(30), who lived nearby, was having affair 
with her husband, said inspector Mahendra 
Singh Chauhan of Budhar police station.

"Roshani lost her cool when she saw Lalita 
talking on mobile phone. She thought Lalita 
was speaking to her husband. She picked up 
an axe lying nearby and hit Lalita in the neck 
thrice, killing her on the spot," the officer 
said.Later she allegedly told the police that 
she suspected that Lalita was having affair 
with her husband.

Hyderabad: Contract 
nurses at Gandhi 
hospital go on strike

Gangtok The Sikkim government has 
decided to allow only those security 
personnel to enter the Himalayan state who 
test negative for coronavirus, a senior health 
official said on Saturday.

Rapid antigen tests will be conducted 
exclusively on security personnel, 
including those from the Army and the 
paramilitary forces, at the Rangpo border 
check-post from Saturday onwards, he said.

"Those testing positive for Covid-19 during 
the rapid antigen tests will not be allowed to 
enter Sikkim and will be sent back to 
quarantine centres from where they came," 
said Director General-cum-Secretary of the 
Health Department, Dr Pemba T Bhutia.

The measure comes after more than three 
dozen security personnel posted in the 
Himalayan state, bordering China, tested 
positive for COVID-19.Earlier, thermal 
screening was conducted on everyone 
including security personnel entering the 
state through the border check-posts.

The rapid antigen tests, that give results faster, 
will be conducted for free for the first 15 
days, he said.Meanwhile, eight more people 
have recovered from coronavirus in the 
state, the official said.Of the 121 
coronavirus cases in the state, 41 are active 
and 13 patients (Army personnel) have 
migrated to neighbouring West Bengal, 
while the remaining people have been cured 
of the disease, he added.

Security personnel 
testing coronavirus 
positive won't be 
allowed to enter Sikkim: 
State govt

*Mumbai's recovery rate 

now stands at 67 per 
cent while the doubling 
rate of cases stands at 
44 days, the 
Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
said.
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No compromise on rigorous evaluation for coronavirus 
vaccine candidates: Scientific Advisor VijayRaghavan

New Delhi India's COVID-19 vaccine C O VA X I N  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  i n  
candidates will go through a rigorous collaboration with Bharat Biotech.
evaluation process that will not be Responding to a question on ICMR's letter, 
compromised, the government's Principal VijayRaghvan said, "Today is 10th of the 
Scientific Advisor K VijayRaghavan said July and let''s say the phase 1 trial starts 
on Friday, indicating that the ICMR-Bharat today. And they start at all the 12 sites 
Biotech vaccine is unlikely to be out by simultaneously... (which is) unlikely.
August 15.Phase 1 of the human trial of any "Let us assume that they start together. Phase 
vaccine usually takes 28 days and that is 1 trial involves an injection, then another 
fo l lowed  by  two  o the r  phases ,  injection after seven days and then an 
VijayRaghavan said while addressing a examination after 14 days and then looking 
webinar at the Vivekananda International at the results of that before deciding, so 
Foundation.India's drug regulator has after 28 days"After Phase 1, there are two 
given the go-ahead for trials for two other phases, he stressed."So the timeline 
vaccine candidates -- Bharat Biotech for a vaccine, if we look at the global ones, 
vaccine and the Zydus Cadila vaccine."So, will go into phase 3 trials in several months 
the Bharat Biotech vaccine or the Zydus after the Phase 1 trial."Asked how the 
Cadila vaccine will go through a rigorous process can be fastened, VijayRaghavan 
evaluation process which will not be said Phases 1 and 2 can be combined and 
compromised, as ICMR clarified," conducted simultaneously. The two phases 
VijayRaghavan said.Even if the vaccine is focus on safety and immunogenicity in 
available today, it will take one or two humans. Phase 3 also requires a very large 
years for it to be made available for number of people over a very long time but 
everyone with priority being given to the that can also be shrunk."All this can take 
vulnerable, he said.Aiming to launch an can a five to 10-year period which can be 
indigenous COVID-19 vaccine by August brought down to about 12-15-month 
15, the Indian Council of Medical Research period. It is an enormously expensive 
has written to select medical institutions process because a massive parallel 
and hospitals to fast-track clinical trial processing is required.
approvals for the vaccine candidate 

WHO chief praises Dharavi's coronavirus 
containment strategy, says testing is key

Currency Notes (FICN).Since its New Delhi Over a year after a full-body 
installation, the Attari customs truck scanner (FBTS) was installed at 
officials have been dissatisfied with Rs the checkpost at India-Pakistan border 
23 crore truck scanner and few in the in Attari, it has stopped functioning 
customs department even went to the and authorities have called it 
extent of calling it a dud.defunct.The meeting of experts itself 

has faced significant delays due to the Punj Lloyd, the company which had 
lockdown. But on Friday, barring a bagged the Rs 120-crore contract from 
member from Atomic Energy the government for the supply of the 
Regulatory Board (AERB), rest of the FBTS has since then made some 
members from review committee changes. But an official said, 
comprising officials from SSB, BSF, "Customs wanted some very specific 
IB, customs and Land Port Authority changes."The purpose of FBTS was to 
of India carried out a detailed review locate hidden arms, ammunition, 
near International Border (IB). The explosives, detonators and IEDs. The 

permission from the Punjab government for the final report is expected to be submitted scanner was also meant to detect fake currency 
inspection team who then carried out the review.soon to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). and narcotics.

The team carried out 13 technical checks, MHA had earlier marked a deadline to review the The truck scanner project, at the cost of Rs 23 
including a penetrating test to see if the scanner full body scanner on June 30. The delay on crore, was announced in March 2017 by then 
has ability to detect 70 mm metal from behind a account of coronavirus was further complicated Minister of State (MoS) for Home Affairs, 
350 mm iron sheet.Another test was to identify because of the 14-day mandatory quarantine Kiren Rijiju.The report is likely to be submitted 
currency notes in dry fruit as the route has often rules in Punjab for people coming from Delhi. to Land Port Authority of India next week 
been used for smuggling of Fake Indian Finally, the MHA intervened and took special before the final review by Home Ministry.

Exclusive: BJP members 
stall discussion on 

coronavirus at PAC meeting
New Delhi The Public Accounts 

Committee (PAC) which met for 
the first time on Friday failed to 
take up discussion on the 
coronavirus pandemic, sources 
have told India Today TV.

PAC Chairman and Leader of 
Opposition in Lok Sabha, Adhir 
Ranjan Chowdhury's efforts to 
discuss hardships faced by people 
due to the coronavirus-induced 
lockdown in the country were 
stonewalled by the BJP members 
in the committee.

BJP MPs objected to his suggestion, 
citing rules governing the PAC.

During the PAC meeting, Adhir 
Chowdhury proposed to the 
members to take up the matter suo 
moto citing an unprecedented 
crisis globally. He requested the 
m e m b e r s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
coronavirus pandemic and its 
ramifications on agriculture, 
MSMEs, and response by the 
health sector.Adhir Ranjan 
appealed to the members to let the 
discussion take place through 
consensus, driven by conscience.

The efforts were objected by BJD 
MP Bhrithari Mehtab, who 
opposed the move citing rules. 
Adhir Ranjan told the BJD MP that 
in the past, PAC had taken up 
discussion on the 2G and 3G 
allocation issues. However, BJP 
MP Bhupendra Yadav said it was 
done only after the CAG report.

Bhupendra Yadav also asserted that 
voting among members should be 
held to get the majority view for 
any suo moto discussion under rule 
269.With the majority heavily in 
favour of the ruling BJP, the PAC 
Chairman had to drop his 
proposal.Congress sources told 
India Today TV that BJP members 
feared that any exchange of 
thoughts on coronavirus pandemic 
could lead to a discussion on PM 
CARES fund, hence it was stalled.

the novel coronavirus in Dharavi, saying in June," the Centre had said earlier.The New Delhi The World Health Organisation 
proactive measures reduced the growth rate BMC adopted a model of actively following (WHO) on Friday lauded the efforts put in to 
of the infection in Asia's largest slum to 1.02 the four T's - tracing, tracking, testing and break the chain of the novel coronavirus in 
per cent in June from 12 per cent in April. treating, the ministry said. This approach the "densely packed area in the megacity of 
The Union Health Ministry had lauded the included activities like proactive screening Mumbai", Dharavi, among other countries.
BMC for ensuring a steep decline of daily and while 47,500 people were covered by Stating Italy, Spain and South Korea, and even 
Covid-19 cases in Dharavi from an average doctors and private clinics in house-to-house in Dharavi as examples, WHO Chief Tedros 
of 43 in May to 19 in the third week of screening, about 14,970 people were Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that however 
June.The BMC faced several challenges in screened with the help of mobile vans, and "intense" the outbreak was in some 
Dharavi where 80 per cent of the population 4,76,775 were surveyed by BMC health countries, the coronavirus could still be 
depends on community toilets, it workers."Fever clinics were set up for chased through aggressive action. He also 
said.About 8-10 people live in households screening high-risk category such as suppressing the virus," Tedros said.said that it is still possible to bring 

or hutment that measures about 10/10 feet, elderly/senior citizens. This helped to screen coronavirus outbreaks under control, even Tedros statement comes on the day, Mike 
coupled with the existence of narrow lanes 3.6 lakh people. Also, around 8246 senior though the number of cases has more than Ryan,  head of  the  World Heal th  
with two-three-storey houses where often citizens were surveyed and as part of its doubled in the past six weeks. Organization's emergencies programme said 
the ground floor is a house and other floors policy of 'timely separation', they were that it was unlikely that the new coronavirus "In the last six weeks cases have more than 
are used as factories, the statement separated from the other community to would be eliminated. He further said that to doubled," Tedros told a virtual press 
said.According to the BMC's infographic effectively limit the transmission of the avoid future flare-ups of the disease, conference in Geneva. However, "there are 
based on July 8 data, five civic wards, four disease," the ministry said.To tackle the issue countries would have to act quickly after many examples from around the world that 
from western suburbs and G-south ward in of manpower to carry out proactive coming out of lockdowns.Speaking have shown that even if the outbreak is very 
Island City where Asia's largest slum screening in high-risk zones, the BMC alongside Ryan, Maria Van Kerkhove, intense, it can still be brought back under 
Dharavi is located, have over 5,000 cases forged strategic public-private partnerships technical lead on the Covid-19 pandemic at control," said Tedros.
each."Being densely populated (2,27,136 in containment measures and all available the WHO, said that airborne transmission of "Some of these examples are Italy, Spain and 
persons/sq km), Dharavi had 491 cases in 'private' practitioners were mobilised, the the new coronavirus had always been a South Korea, and even in Dharavi - a densely 
April 2020 with a 12 per cent growth rate and ministry had said."BMC provided the private concern but that droplets appeared to be the packed area in the megacity of Mumbai - a 
a case doubling period of 18 days," it said. doctors with PPE Kits, thermal scanners, most common infection route.Earlier, the strong focus on community engagement and 
"The proactive measures adopted by BMC pulse Oxymeters, masks and gloves and Centre had also praised the Mumbai civic the basics of testing, tracing, isolating and 
reduced the Covid-19 growth rate to 4.3 per started door-to-door screening in high-risk b o d y,  B r i h a n m u m b a i  M u n i c i p a l  treating all those that are sick is key to 
cent in May 2020 and further to 1.02 per cent zones and all suspects were identified.Corporation (BMC), for "actively" chasing breaking the chains of transmission and 

Rs 23 crore truck scanner at Attari border goes 
defunct after a year, MHA awaits report

Uma Bharti questions 
Dubey arrest in Ujjain

Bhopal While congratulating the Uttar Pradesh 
police for gunning down Vikas Dubey, former 
Union Minister and senior BJP leader Uma 
Bharti questioned the circumstances leading 
to the gangster’s arrest from the Mahakal 
Temple in Ujjain.The former Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister said mystery surrounds the 
arrest that took place hours before his death in 
an alleged encounter near Kanpur.“How did 
he reach Ujjain? How much time did he spend 
on the temple premises? Why did it take so 
long to recognise him given that his face has 
been shown so much on television that anyone 
would have recognised him?” she 
tweeted.Bharti said she would speak to 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan and Home Minister Narottam 
Mishra about the temple arrest.

“But it’s true that Lord Mahakal annihilated the 
killer (Dubey) of an honest police officer like 
Devendra Mishra,” she added.

Don't take voters for granted, even Indira Gandhi, Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee had lost: NCP chief Sharad Pawar

defeated."It means that in terms of the differences with CM Thackeray on the Mumbai Taking aim at the Bharatiya Janata 
democratic rights, the common man is lockdown in the state, Pawar said, Party (BJP), Nationalist Congress Party 
wiser than the politicians. If we "Absolutely not. What differences? For (NCP) president Sharad Pawar has said 
politicians cross the line, he teaches us a what? During the entire period of lockdown, that politicians should not take voters for 
lesson. Therefore, people do not like the I have had excellent communication with the granted as even powerful leaders like 
stand that 'we will come back to power'," chief minister and continue to do so."Indira Gandhi and Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
he said."No politician should take people had been defeated in elections.Criticising Pawar, who played a key role in bringing 
for granted. Nobody should take a stand former Maharashtra Chief Minister together the Sena, Congress and NCP for 
that he would return to power. People Devendra Fadnavis over his 'Mi punha formation of government in the state in 
thought that this stand smacks of yein' (I will come back) refrain during the November last year, blamed the media and 
arrogance and hence feeling grew among last year's assembly polls, Sharad Pawar said sarcastically that the news gathering 
them that they should be taught a lesson," said that voters thought that this stance activity had been hit by the coronavirus-
Sharad Pawar said.Sharad Pawar said the smacked of arrogance and felt that they induced lockdown and they had the This is for the first time that a non-Shiv Sena 

change of government in Maharashtra was should be taught a lesson. responsibility to fill the pages of leader has featured in a marathon interview 
not an accident. newspapers."I have been reading reports of Sharad Pawar also said that that there was not series in the party mouthpiece. It has so far 

"People of Maharashtra voted in line of the growing differences among the three allies, an "iota of truth" in reports about differences published marathon interviews of late Bal 
sentiment prevailing in the country during but there is not an iota of truth in that," he in the three ruling allies- Shiv Sena, NCP and Thackeray and Uddhav Thackeray.
the national elections. But the mood changed said.Speaking about the style of functioning Congress- that are part of the Uddhav Replying to a query over BJP's defeat in the 
during the assembly polls. Even though BJP of Shiv Sena founder Bal Thackeray and Thackeray-led Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA). last assembly polls in the state, Sharad Pawar 
did well in the Lok Sabha polls, it fared Uddhav Thackeray, Pawar said, "Although Sharad Pawar said this in an interview by Shiv said, "In a democracy, you cannot think that 
poorly in assembly elections in different Balasaheb was never in the seat of power, he Sena leader and Executive Editor of party you will remain in power eternally. Voters 
states. Even people of Maharashtra voted for was the driving force behind the power. He mouthpiece 'Saamana'. The first of the three- will not tolerate if they are taken for granted. 
a change," he said. got power in Maharashtra due to his part interview series was published in the Powerful leaders mass base with like Indira 

ideology.Replying to a query over his reported Marathi daily on Saturday. Gandhi and Atal Bihari Vajpayee had been 

Sanskrit to replace urdu 
on railway signboards 

in Uttarakhand
Two booked on sedition 
charges for 'horse-
trading' ahead of RS 
polls: Official
Jaipur Two persons have been booked on 

charges of sedition and hatching criminal 
conspiracy for their alleged involvement in 
horse-trading of Congress MLAs ahead of the 
Rajya Sabha elections last month, a top 
official said on Friday.The case was lodged 
following surveillance of their mobile phones 
and the identity of political leaders who were 
in their touch is being ascertained, said 
Additional Director General Ashok Rathore 
of Rajasthan Anti-Terrorist Squad and 
Special Operation Group."Mobile phone of 
anti-social elements were put on surveillance. 
Based on the interception of two phones, 
some facts have come to fore that they and 
some others might be involved in the horse-
trading of MLAs," Rathore told reporters.

"So an FIR has been registered against the two 
persons owning the mobile phones and a few 
others," he added.He said a case has been 
registered under IPC sections 124-A and 120-
B.Rathore said a probe is on ascertain the 
identity of political leaders, who were in 
contact with these persons.

He said a manhunt has been launched to nab the 
duo, while a probe is on also on another 
complaint lodged by Congress Chief Whip 
Mahesh Joshi.Joshi had filed a complaint 
with the Anti-Corruption Bureau for a probe 
into the possible horse-trading bids while the 
ruling Congress dispensation had also lodged 
a complaint with the SOG for an investigation 
into the organised crime of money transfer for 
horse-trading of legislators to influence the 
outcome of Rajya Sabha elections and to 
topple the Ashok Gehlot-led Congress 
government.

Taking a strict view of complaints of exorbitant fee being charged by private hospitals, 
Punjab CM Amarinder Singh termed such actions as "anti-people and anti-national"

*Mumbai's recovery rate 
now stands at 67 per cent 
while the doubling rate of 
cases stands at 44 days, 
the Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
said.

Stating Italy, Spain and South 
Korea, and even in Dharavi as 
examples, WHO Chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that 
however "intense" the outbreak 
was in some countries, the 
coronavirus could still be chased 
through aggressive action.

 Hyderabad  Nearly 200 nursing staff working 
on contract at the Gandhi General Hospital in 
Hyderabad, Telangana’s nodal centre for 
treatment of Covid-19 cases, sat on an 
indefinite strike Saturday morning in support 
of regularisation of their services and 
payment on par with newly recruited 
outsourcing nursing staff.

The strike comes barely a month after junior 
doctors at the hospital had staged a protest 
seeking decentralisation of Covid-19 
treatment, immediate recruitment of 
additional staff, and enhanced security for all 
frontline workers.

A few contractual nurses, who stepped out on 
the road outside the hospital campus as media 
was not allowed inside, said they never 
receive their salaries on time and that a few 
months’ payment remains pending.The 
nurses had met with the director of medical 
education (DME), Dr. K Ramesh Reddy, 
Friday and submitted a representation 
addressed to health minister Eatala Rajender. 
In the letter, they said a total of 200 staff were 
working since 2007 on a contract and were 
paid Rs 15,000 per month after deductions. 
Having put themselves on the front line in the 
wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, many 
among them were already infected with the 
virus as they requested the minister to 
regularise their services. Follow Telangana, 
Andhra Pradesh Coronavirus Live 
UpdatesThose nursing staff recruited 
recently are being paid Rs 25,000 to Rs 
28,000 whereas we have been working for the 
last 13 years with a take-home salary of Rs 
15,000,” said Megha Bellapurla, the 
president of outsourcing nursing staff 
association at Gandhi hospital.

According to her, nearly 80 of them were 
detained by police and shifted to Amberpet 
and Sultanbazaar police stations after they 
squatted outside the DME’s office Friday 
afternoon. “The DME responded that the file 
about our salaries is yet to move and that the 
chief minister would have to decide on the 
issue.

Madhya Pradesh 
woman arrested for 
killing cousin over 
suspicion of affair with 
husband

Shahdol A35-year-old woman allegedly 
hacked her cousin to death on Saturday on 
suspicion that she was having affair with her 
husband in Madhya Pradesh's Shahdol 
district, the police said.The incident took 
place at Padhkar village, 45 km from the 
district headquarters.

The accused was identified as Roshani Kewat.
Roshani suspected that her cousin Lalita Kewat 

(30), who lived nearby, was having affair 
with her husband, said inspector Mahendra 
Singh Chauhan of Budhar police station.

"Roshani lost her cool when she saw Lalita 
talking on mobile phone. She thought Lalita 
was speaking to her husband. She picked up 
an axe lying nearby and hit Lalita in the neck 
thrice, killing her on the spot," the officer 
said.Later she allegedly told the police that 
she suspected that Lalita was having affair 
with her husband.

Hyderabad: Contract 
nurses at Gandhi 
hospital go on strike

Gangtok The Sikkim government has 
decided to allow only those security 
personnel to enter the Himalayan state who 
test negative for coronavirus, a senior health 
official said on Saturday.

Rapid antigen tests will be conducted 
exclusively on security personnel, 
including those from the Army and the 
paramilitary forces, at the Rangpo border 
check-post from Saturday onwards, he said.

"Those testing positive for Covid-19 during 
the rapid antigen tests will not be allowed to 
enter Sikkim and will be sent back to 
quarantine centres from where they came," 
said Director General-cum-Secretary of the 
Health Department, Dr Pemba T Bhutia.

The measure comes after more than three 
dozen security personnel posted in the 
Himalayan state, bordering China, tested 
positive for COVID-19.Earlier, thermal 
screening was conducted on everyone 
including security personnel entering the 
state through the border check-posts.

The rapid antigen tests, that give results faster, 
will be conducted for free for the first 15 
days, he said.Meanwhile, eight more people 
have recovered from coronavirus in the 
state, the official said.Of the 121 
coronavirus cases in the state, 41 are active 
and 13 patients (Army personnel) have 
migrated to neighbouring West Bengal, 
while the remaining people have been cured 
of the disease, he added.

Security personnel 
testing coronavirus 
positive won't be 
allowed to enter Sikkim: 
State govt

*Mumbai's recovery rate 

now stands at 67 per 
cent while the doubling 
rate of cases stands at 
44 days, the 
Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
said.
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No compromise on rigorous evaluation for coronavirus 
vaccine candidates: Scientific Advisor VijayRaghavan

New Delhi India's COVID-19 vaccine C O VA X I N  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  i n  
candidates will go through a rigorous collaboration with Bharat Biotech.
evaluation process that will not be Responding to a question on ICMR's letter, 
compromised, the government's Principal VijayRaghvan said, "Today is 10th of the 
Scientific Advisor K VijayRaghavan said July and let''s say the phase 1 trial starts 
on Friday, indicating that the ICMR-Bharat today. And they start at all the 12 sites 
Biotech vaccine is unlikely to be out by simultaneously... (which is) unlikely.
August 15.Phase 1 of the human trial of any "Let us assume that they start together. Phase 
vaccine usually takes 28 days and that is 1 trial involves an injection, then another 
fo l lowed  by  two  o the r  phases ,  injection after seven days and then an 
VijayRaghavan said while addressing a examination after 14 days and then looking 
webinar at the Vivekananda International at the results of that before deciding, so 
Foundation.India's drug regulator has after 28 days"After Phase 1, there are two 
given the go-ahead for trials for two other phases, he stressed."So the timeline 
vaccine candidates -- Bharat Biotech for a vaccine, if we look at the global ones, 
vaccine and the Zydus Cadila vaccine."So, will go into phase 3 trials in several months 
the Bharat Biotech vaccine or the Zydus after the Phase 1 trial."Asked how the 
Cadila vaccine will go through a rigorous process can be fastened, VijayRaghavan 
evaluation process which will not be said Phases 1 and 2 can be combined and 
compromised, as ICMR clarified," conducted simultaneously. The two phases 
VijayRaghavan said.Even if the vaccine is focus on safety and immunogenicity in 
available today, it will take one or two humans. Phase 3 also requires a very large 
years for it to be made available for number of people over a very long time but 
everyone with priority being given to the that can also be shrunk."All this can take 
vulnerable, he said.Aiming to launch an can a five to 10-year period which can be 
indigenous COVID-19 vaccine by August brought down to about 12-15-month 
15, the Indian Council of Medical Research period. It is an enormously expensive 
has written to select medical institutions process because a massive parallel 
and hospitals to fast-track clinical trial processing is required.
approvals for the vaccine candidate 

WHO chief praises Dharavi's coronavirus 
containment strategy, says testing is key

Currency Notes (FICN).Since its New Delhi Over a year after a full-body 
installation, the Attari customs truck scanner (FBTS) was installed at 
officials have been dissatisfied with Rs the checkpost at India-Pakistan border 
23 crore truck scanner and few in the in Attari, it has stopped functioning 
customs department even went to the and authorities have called it 
extent of calling it a dud.defunct.The meeting of experts itself 

has faced significant delays due to the Punj Lloyd, the company which had 
lockdown. But on Friday, barring a bagged the Rs 120-crore contract from 
member from Atomic Energy the government for the supply of the 
Regulatory Board (AERB), rest of the FBTS has since then made some 
members from review committee changes. But an official said, 
comprising officials from SSB, BSF, "Customs wanted some very specific 
IB, customs and Land Port Authority changes."The purpose of FBTS was to 
of India carried out a detailed review locate hidden arms, ammunition, 
near International Border (IB). The explosives, detonators and IEDs. The 

permission from the Punjab government for the final report is expected to be submitted scanner was also meant to detect fake currency 
inspection team who then carried out the review.soon to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). and narcotics.

The team carried out 13 technical checks, MHA had earlier marked a deadline to review the The truck scanner project, at the cost of Rs 23 
including a penetrating test to see if the scanner full body scanner on June 30. The delay on crore, was announced in March 2017 by then 
has ability to detect 70 mm metal from behind a account of coronavirus was further complicated Minister of State (MoS) for Home Affairs, 
350 mm iron sheet.Another test was to identify because of the 14-day mandatory quarantine Kiren Rijiju.The report is likely to be submitted 
currency notes in dry fruit as the route has often rules in Punjab for people coming from Delhi. to Land Port Authority of India next week 
been used for smuggling of Fake Indian Finally, the MHA intervened and took special before the final review by Home Ministry.

Exclusive: BJP members 
stall discussion on 

coronavirus at PAC meeting
New Delhi The Public Accounts 

Committee (PAC) which met for 
the first time on Friday failed to 
take up discussion on the 
coronavirus pandemic, sources 
have told India Today TV.

PAC Chairman and Leader of 
Opposition in Lok Sabha, Adhir 
Ranjan Chowdhury's efforts to 
discuss hardships faced by people 
due to the coronavirus-induced 
lockdown in the country were 
stonewalled by the BJP members 
in the committee.

BJP MPs objected to his suggestion, 
citing rules governing the PAC.

During the PAC meeting, Adhir 
Chowdhury proposed to the 
members to take up the matter suo 
moto citing an unprecedented 
crisis globally. He requested the 
m e m b e r s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
coronavirus pandemic and its 
ramifications on agriculture, 
MSMEs, and response by the 
health sector.Adhir Ranjan 
appealed to the members to let the 
discussion take place through 
consensus, driven by conscience.

The efforts were objected by BJD 
MP Bhrithari Mehtab, who 
opposed the move citing rules. 
Adhir Ranjan told the BJD MP that 
in the past, PAC had taken up 
discussion on the 2G and 3G 
allocation issues. However, BJP 
MP Bhupendra Yadav said it was 
done only after the CAG report.

Bhupendra Yadav also asserted that 
voting among members should be 
held to get the majority view for 
any suo moto discussion under rule 
269.With the majority heavily in 
favour of the ruling BJP, the PAC 
Chairman had to drop his 
proposal.Congress sources told 
India Today TV that BJP members 
feared that any exchange of 
thoughts on coronavirus pandemic 
could lead to a discussion on PM 
CARES fund, hence it was stalled.

the novel coronavirus in Dharavi, saying in June," the Centre had said earlier.The New Delhi The World Health Organisation 
proactive measures reduced the growth rate BMC adopted a model of actively following (WHO) on Friday lauded the efforts put in to 
of the infection in Asia's largest slum to 1.02 the four T's - tracing, tracking, testing and break the chain of the novel coronavirus in 
per cent in June from 12 per cent in April. treating, the ministry said. This approach the "densely packed area in the megacity of 
The Union Health Ministry had lauded the included activities like proactive screening Mumbai", Dharavi, among other countries.
BMC for ensuring a steep decline of daily and while 47,500 people were covered by Stating Italy, Spain and South Korea, and even 
Covid-19 cases in Dharavi from an average doctors and private clinics in house-to-house in Dharavi as examples, WHO Chief Tedros 
of 43 in May to 19 in the third week of screening, about 14,970 people were Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that however 
June.The BMC faced several challenges in screened with the help of mobile vans, and "intense" the outbreak was in some 
Dharavi where 80 per cent of the population 4,76,775 were surveyed by BMC health countries, the coronavirus could still be 
depends on community toilets, it workers."Fever clinics were set up for chased through aggressive action. He also 
said.About 8-10 people live in households screening high-risk category such as suppressing the virus," Tedros said.said that it is still possible to bring 

or hutment that measures about 10/10 feet, elderly/senior citizens. This helped to screen coronavirus outbreaks under control, even Tedros statement comes on the day, Mike 
coupled with the existence of narrow lanes 3.6 lakh people. Also, around 8246 senior though the number of cases has more than Ryan,  head of  the  World Heal th  
with two-three-storey houses where often citizens were surveyed and as part of its doubled in the past six weeks. Organization's emergencies programme said 
the ground floor is a house and other floors policy of 'timely separation', they were that it was unlikely that the new coronavirus "In the last six weeks cases have more than 
are used as factories, the statement separated from the other community to would be eliminated. He further said that to doubled," Tedros told a virtual press 
said.According to the BMC's infographic effectively limit the transmission of the avoid future flare-ups of the disease, conference in Geneva. However, "there are 
based on July 8 data, five civic wards, four disease," the ministry said.To tackle the issue countries would have to act quickly after many examples from around the world that 
from western suburbs and G-south ward in of manpower to carry out proactive coming out of lockdowns.Speaking have shown that even if the outbreak is very 
Island City where Asia's largest slum screening in high-risk zones, the BMC alongside Ryan, Maria Van Kerkhove, intense, it can still be brought back under 
Dharavi is located, have over 5,000 cases forged strategic public-private partnerships technical lead on the Covid-19 pandemic at control," said Tedros.
each."Being densely populated (2,27,136 in containment measures and all available the WHO, said that airborne transmission of "Some of these examples are Italy, Spain and 
persons/sq km), Dharavi had 491 cases in 'private' practitioners were mobilised, the the new coronavirus had always been a South Korea, and even in Dharavi - a densely 
April 2020 with a 12 per cent growth rate and ministry had said."BMC provided the private concern but that droplets appeared to be the packed area in the megacity of Mumbai - a 
a case doubling period of 18 days," it said. doctors with PPE Kits, thermal scanners, most common infection route.Earlier, the strong focus on community engagement and 
"The proactive measures adopted by BMC pulse Oxymeters, masks and gloves and Centre had also praised the Mumbai civic the basics of testing, tracing, isolating and 
reduced the Covid-19 growth rate to 4.3 per started door-to-door screening in high-risk b o d y,  B r i h a n m u m b a i  M u n i c i p a l  treating all those that are sick is key to 
cent in May 2020 and further to 1.02 per cent zones and all suspects were identified.Corporation (BMC), for "actively" chasing breaking the chains of transmission and 

Rs 23 crore truck scanner at Attari border goes 
defunct after a year, MHA awaits report

Uma Bharti questions 
Dubey arrest in Ujjain

Bhopal While congratulating the Uttar Pradesh 
police for gunning down Vikas Dubey, former 
Union Minister and senior BJP leader Uma 
Bharti questioned the circumstances leading 
to the gangster’s arrest from the Mahakal 
Temple in Ujjain.The former Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister said mystery surrounds the 
arrest that took place hours before his death in 
an alleged encounter near Kanpur.“How did 
he reach Ujjain? How much time did he spend 
on the temple premises? Why did it take so 
long to recognise him given that his face has 
been shown so much on television that anyone 
would have recognised him?” she 
tweeted.Bharti said she would speak to 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan and Home Minister Narottam 
Mishra about the temple arrest.

“But it’s true that Lord Mahakal annihilated the 
killer (Dubey) of an honest police officer like 
Devendra Mishra,” she added.

Don't take voters for granted, even Indira Gandhi, Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee had lost: NCP chief Sharad Pawar

defeated."It means that in terms of the differences with CM Thackeray on the Mumbai Taking aim at the Bharatiya Janata 
democratic rights, the common man is lockdown in the state, Pawar said, Party (BJP), Nationalist Congress Party 
wiser than the politicians. If we "Absolutely not. What differences? For (NCP) president Sharad Pawar has said 
politicians cross the line, he teaches us a what? During the entire period of lockdown, that politicians should not take voters for 
lesson. Therefore, people do not like the I have had excellent communication with the granted as even powerful leaders like 
stand that 'we will come back to power'," chief minister and continue to do so."Indira Gandhi and Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
he said."No politician should take people had been defeated in elections.Criticising Pawar, who played a key role in bringing 
for granted. Nobody should take a stand former Maharashtra Chief Minister together the Sena, Congress and NCP for 
that he would return to power. People Devendra Fadnavis over his 'Mi punha formation of government in the state in 
thought that this stand smacks of yein' (I will come back) refrain during the November last year, blamed the media and 
arrogance and hence feeling grew among last year's assembly polls, Sharad Pawar said sarcastically that the news gathering 
them that they should be taught a lesson," said that voters thought that this stance activity had been hit by the coronavirus-
Sharad Pawar said.Sharad Pawar said the smacked of arrogance and felt that they induced lockdown and they had the This is for the first time that a non-Shiv Sena 

change of government in Maharashtra was should be taught a lesson. responsibility to fill the pages of leader has featured in a marathon interview 
not an accident. newspapers."I have been reading reports of Sharad Pawar also said that that there was not series in the party mouthpiece. It has so far 

"People of Maharashtra voted in line of the growing differences among the three allies, an "iota of truth" in reports about differences published marathon interviews of late Bal 
sentiment prevailing in the country during but there is not an iota of truth in that," he in the three ruling allies- Shiv Sena, NCP and Thackeray and Uddhav Thackeray.
the national elections. But the mood changed said.Speaking about the style of functioning Congress- that are part of the Uddhav Replying to a query over BJP's defeat in the 
during the assembly polls. Even though BJP of Shiv Sena founder Bal Thackeray and Thackeray-led Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA). last assembly polls in the state, Sharad Pawar 
did well in the Lok Sabha polls, it fared Uddhav Thackeray, Pawar said, "Although Sharad Pawar said this in an interview by Shiv said, "In a democracy, you cannot think that 
poorly in assembly elections in different Balasaheb was never in the seat of power, he Sena leader and Executive Editor of party you will remain in power eternally. Voters 
states. Even people of Maharashtra voted for was the driving force behind the power. He mouthpiece 'Saamana'. The first of the three- will not tolerate if they are taken for granted. 
a change," he said. got power in Maharashtra due to his part interview series was published in the Powerful leaders mass base with like Indira 

ideology.Replying to a query over his reported Marathi daily on Saturday. Gandhi and Atal Bihari Vajpayee had been 

Sanskrit to replace urdu 
on railway signboards 

in Uttarakhand
Two booked on sedition 
charges for 'horse-
trading' ahead of RS 
polls: Official
Jaipur Two persons have been booked on 

charges of sedition and hatching criminal 
conspiracy for their alleged involvement in 
horse-trading of Congress MLAs ahead of the 
Rajya Sabha elections last month, a top 
official said on Friday.The case was lodged 
following surveillance of their mobile phones 
and the identity of political leaders who were 
in their touch is being ascertained, said 
Additional Director General Ashok Rathore 
of Rajasthan Anti-Terrorist Squad and 
Special Operation Group."Mobile phone of 
anti-social elements were put on surveillance. 
Based on the interception of two phones, 
some facts have come to fore that they and 
some others might be involved in the horse-
trading of MLAs," Rathore told reporters.

"So an FIR has been registered against the two 
persons owning the mobile phones and a few 
others," he added.He said a case has been 
registered under IPC sections 124-A and 120-
B.Rathore said a probe is on ascertain the 
identity of political leaders, who were in 
contact with these persons.

He said a manhunt has been launched to nab the 
duo, while a probe is on also on another 
complaint lodged by Congress Chief Whip 
Mahesh Joshi.Joshi had filed a complaint 
with the Anti-Corruption Bureau for a probe 
into the possible horse-trading bids while the 
ruling Congress dispensation had also lodged 
a complaint with the SOG for an investigation 
into the organised crime of money transfer for 
horse-trading of legislators to influence the 
outcome of Rajya Sabha elections and to 
topple the Ashok Gehlot-led Congress 
government.

Taking a strict view of complaints of exorbitant fee being charged by private hospitals, 
Punjab CM Amarinder Singh termed such actions as "anti-people and anti-national"

*Mumbai's recovery rate 
now stands at 67 per cent 
while the doubling rate of 
cases stands at 44 days, 
the Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
said.

Stating Italy, Spain and South 
Korea, and even in Dharavi as 
examples, WHO Chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that 
however "intense" the outbreak 
was in some countries, the 
coronavirus could still be chased 
through aggressive action.

 Hyderabad  Nearly 200 nursing staff working 
on contract at the Gandhi General Hospital in 
Hyderabad, Telangana’s nodal centre for 
treatment of Covid-19 cases, sat on an 
indefinite strike Saturday morning in support 
of regularisation of their services and 
payment on par with newly recruited 
outsourcing nursing staff.

The strike comes barely a month after junior 
doctors at the hospital had staged a protest 
seeking decentralisation of Covid-19 
treatment, immediate recruitment of 
additional staff, and enhanced security for all 
frontline workers.

A few contractual nurses, who stepped out on 
the road outside the hospital campus as media 
was not allowed inside, said they never 
receive their salaries on time and that a few 
months’ payment remains pending.The 
nurses had met with the director of medical 
education (DME), Dr. K Ramesh Reddy, 
Friday and submitted a representation 
addressed to health minister Eatala Rajender. 
In the letter, they said a total of 200 staff were 
working since 2007 on a contract and were 
paid Rs 15,000 per month after deductions. 
Having put themselves on the front line in the 
wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, many 
among them were already infected with the 
virus as they requested the minister to 
regularise their services. Follow Telangana, 
Andhra Pradesh Coronavirus Live 
UpdatesThose nursing staff recruited 
recently are being paid Rs 25,000 to Rs 
28,000 whereas we have been working for the 
last 13 years with a take-home salary of Rs 
15,000,” said Megha Bellapurla, the 
president of outsourcing nursing staff 
association at Gandhi hospital.

According to her, nearly 80 of them were 
detained by police and shifted to Amberpet 
and Sultanbazaar police stations after they 
squatted outside the DME’s office Friday 
afternoon. “The DME responded that the file 
about our salaries is yet to move and that the 
chief minister would have to decide on the 
issue.

Madhya Pradesh 
woman arrested for 
killing cousin over 
suspicion of affair with 
husband

Shahdol A35-year-old woman allegedly 
hacked her cousin to death on Saturday on 
suspicion that she was having affair with her 
husband in Madhya Pradesh's Shahdol 
district, the police said.The incident took 
place at Padhkar village, 45 km from the 
district headquarters.

The accused was identified as Roshani Kewat.
Roshani suspected that her cousin Lalita Kewat 

(30), who lived nearby, was having affair 
with her husband, said inspector Mahendra 
Singh Chauhan of Budhar police station.

"Roshani lost her cool when she saw Lalita 
talking on mobile phone. She thought Lalita 
was speaking to her husband. She picked up 
an axe lying nearby and hit Lalita in the neck 
thrice, killing her on the spot," the officer 
said.Later she allegedly told the police that 
she suspected that Lalita was having affair 
with her husband.

Hyderabad: Contract 
nurses at Gandhi 
hospital go on strike

Gangtok The Sikkim government has 
decided to allow only those security 
personnel to enter the Himalayan state who 
test negative for coronavirus, a senior health 
official said on Saturday.

Rapid antigen tests will be conducted 
exclusively on security personnel, 
including those from the Army and the 
paramilitary forces, at the Rangpo border 
check-post from Saturday onwards, he said.

"Those testing positive for Covid-19 during 
the rapid antigen tests will not be allowed to 
enter Sikkim and will be sent back to 
quarantine centres from where they came," 
said Director General-cum-Secretary of the 
Health Department, Dr Pemba T Bhutia.

The measure comes after more than three 
dozen security personnel posted in the 
Himalayan state, bordering China, tested 
positive for COVID-19.Earlier, thermal 
screening was conducted on everyone 
including security personnel entering the 
state through the border check-posts.

The rapid antigen tests, that give results faster, 
will be conducted for free for the first 15 
days, he said.Meanwhile, eight more people 
have recovered from coronavirus in the 
state, the official said.Of the 121 
coronavirus cases in the state, 41 are active 
and 13 patients (Army personnel) have 
migrated to neighbouring West Bengal, 
while the remaining people have been cured 
of the disease, he added.

Security personnel 
testing coronavirus 
positive won't be 
allowed to enter Sikkim: 
State govt

*Mumbai's recovery rate 

now stands at 67 per 
cent while the doubling 
rate of cases stands at 
44 days, the 
Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
said.

ED begins probe into 
properties of Vikas 
Dubey, his associates

CM Ashok Gehlot, Sachin Pilot to record 
statement over bid to 'topple' Rajasthan govt

NIA files chargesheet against 6 
including ISIS terrorist for killing 

police officer

New Delhi The National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) on Friday filed a chargesheet against six 
persons, including an ISIS terrorist, for their 
alleged involvement in the killing of a police 
official in Kanyakumari district of Tamil Nadu as 
part of waging a violent jihad, an official said.

The six men are Abdul Shameem, 30, and Y 
Thowfeek, 27, of Kanyakumari; Khaja 
Mohideen, 53, and Jaffar Ali, 26, of Tamil Nadu's 
Cuddalore; Mahboob Pasha, 48, and Ejas Pasha, 
46, of Bengaluru.

They have been booked under relevant sections of 
the Indian Penal Code (IPC), the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act and the Arms Act, an 
NIA spokesperson said.The chargesheet was 
filed before a special NIA court in Chennai, he 
said.Wilson, Special Sub-Inspector (SSI) of 
Kaliyakkavilai police station, was shot and 
stabbed to death on January 8 by Shameem and 
Thowfeek while the officer was on duty at 
Kaliyakkavilai market road check post, the 
official said.After the arrest of the assailants on 
January 15, it was revealed that they had 
committed the crime with the intention of 
creating terror in the minds of people, including 
police, as part of waging a violent jihad, the NIA 
official said.The NIA took over the case on 
February 1 from the Tamil Nadu Police and 
during investigation, the roles of Mohideen, 
Mahboob, Ejas and Jaffer in the larger 
conspiracy were revealed and they were 
arraigned as accused in the case, he said.

Mohideen, a member of the ISIS terror group, had 
radicalised Shameem and Thowfeek on the jihadi 
(violent extremist) ideology since May 2019, and 
recruited them into his terrorist gang to carry out 
violent attacks against the establishment, 
especially police, in Tamil Nadu, to bring the 
Islamic Rule or Shariah, the official said.In 
October 2019, Mohideen instructed Mahboob, 
Ejas and Jaffer to procure illegal fire arms and 
prohibited ammunition for carrying out attacks, 
he said.After mid-December 2019, on 
Mohideen's instructions, Shameem and 
Thowfeek were sheltered in Karnataka and 
Maharashtra by Mahboob and they were 
subsequently provided illegal fire arms and 
ammunition, the NIA official said.In early 
January this year when Tamil Nadu police 
arrested the associates of Mahboob at Bengaluru 
and started pursuing the others, Mohideen 
instructed Shameem and Thowfeek to attack the 
Tamil Nadu police at check posts along the inter-
state border in Kanyakumari district, the official 
of the premier investigation agency said.The 
assailants travelled to Kaliyakkavilai on January 
8 and attacked on-duty SSI Wilson, he said.

After committing the terrorist act, they escaped 
towards Kerala and concealed the knife and 
illegal fire arm used in the attack near Kerala 
State Road Transport Corporation (KSRTC) Bus 
Stand in Thriuvananthapuram and Ernakulam, 
respectively, the official said.They fled to 
Kozhikode, changed their appearance and 
travelled to Maharashtra to live in disguise 
before returning to Udupi in Karnataka where 
they were arrested on January 15, the NIA 
official added

Time to fight coronavirus not elections: 
Prashant Kishor to Bihar CM Nitish Kumar

Kanpur The Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
has started an investigation into the 
properties of Vikas Dubey, who was killed 
by the Uttar Pradesh Police in an encounter 
in Kanpur on Friday, and the gangster's 
associates.

Vikas Dubey was shot dead by police, who 
claimed he was trying to flee after the car 
carrying him on an overnight journey from 
Ujjain in Madhya Pradesh turned turtle on an 
isolated stretch of the highway on the 
outskirts of Kanpur.

The law enforcement agency has sought 
details of Vikas Dubey, his family members 
and his associates from the Uttar Pradesh 
Police. The agency has also sought 
information on the current status of criminal 
cases against Vikas Dubey.According to 
Madhya Pradesh Police sources, Uttar 
Pradesh Special Task Force (STF) is also 
expected to visit Ujjain to investigate how 
Vikas Dubey reached the city from Kanpur.

Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh Police on Saturday 
arrested two more people from Madhya 
Pradesh’s Gwalior for harbouring two 

members of Vikas Dubey’s gang.
The police said Om Prakash Pandey and Anil 

Pandey gave shelter to Kanpur ambush 
accused Shashi Kant Pandey alias Sonu and 
Shivam Dubey for a few days before they 
moved to another hideout.Om Prakash 
Pandey and Anil Pandey were arrested on 
Saturday morning from Gwalior. 

would like to get around 125 seats Patna After Congress leader 
to leave enough for rest of the Rahul Gandhi earlier told party 
partners.leaders in Bihar to make efforts 

to have a strong alliance in Bihar While the grand old party is said to 
in the run-up to the state be asking for 76 seats, it may settle 
assembly polls this year, the down for about 50-60 seats.The 
party leaders have started Congress, however, is unlikely to 
working towards the goal.The settle down anything less than 50, 
first significant step was taken on as Rahul Gandhi, during his three-
Wednesday night when a team of hour virtual interaction with the 
Congress leaders, including party's state leadership on Friday, 
AICC in-charge for Bihar told them not to compromise while 
Shak t i s inh  Gohi l ,  BPCC forming alliances for the Bihar 
president Madan Mohan Jha, elections.In an apparent bid to 
Rajya Sabha MP Akhilesh prevent desertion from the 

Also Read | Bihar CM Nitish Kumar wants to Prasad Singh and Congress Legislature alliance, Congress leaders also had a 
conduct elections ona pile of bodies: party leader Sadanand Singh, attended a meeting with HAM-S president Jitan Ram 
Tejashwi YadavThe challenge for the meeting with RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav. Manjhi on Thursday evening. The 
Congress and the RJD is not only to keep discussion with Manjhi was held to While both the Congress and the RJD are 
these allies together but also not to waste too persuade him not to break away from the determined to swim or sink with each other, 
many seats on them. grand alliance.the real problem for the two parties is to 

In the general election last year, the RJD and stitch a workable seating adjustment with Manjhi is believed to have conveyed his 
the Congress together expected Kushwaha their three alliance partners -- Jitan Ram displeasure for the RJD to the Congress. 
votes from the RLSP, Mallah votes from Manjhi's Hindustani Awam Morcha The meeting with Manjhi lasted for more 
VIP and Dalit votes from HAM(S), but the (HAM), Mukesh Sahani's Vikassheel than an hour. Manjhi's party has been asking 
three smaller parties performed miserably, Insaan Party (VIP) and Upendra the RJD to set up a coordination committee 
failing to win a single seat.Kushwaha's Rashtriya Lok Samta Party to steer the grand alliance, which Tejashwi 

While the RJD wishes to contest 150 of the (RLSP). Yadav's party has paid no heed to.
243 assembly seats in Bihar, the Congress 

others may also be issued notices soon.Jaipur The Rajasthan police has 
issued notices to Chief Minister The SOG registered the FIR on the basis of 
Ashok Gehlot and his deputy facts that surfaced during interception of 
Sachin Pilot to record their two mobile numbers which indicated 
statement in connection with the that efforts were being made to poach 
alleged attempts to topple their ruling party MLAs, a senior police 
Congress government, sources said official had said.The chief minister had 
on Saturday. alleged that attempts were being made to 

destablise the state government ahead of The police's special operations group 
Rajya Sabha elections for two seats in (SOG) also sent a notice to 
the state last month and the government Government Chief Whip Mahesh 
chief whip had filed complaints with the Joshi to record his statement, they 
SOG and ACB demanding inquiry an said.The move came after the SOG 

chief minister, deputy chief minister and inquiry into the case.The deputy chief on Friday registered an FIR against two 
government chief whip for recording their minister, who is also the PCC chief, had people for their alleged involvement in 
statement in connection with the matter," said that no such fact had come to his horse trading of Congress MLAs for 
an official source told PTI. notice and no MLA has complained to him t o p p l i n g  t h e  A s h o k  G e h l o t  

The sources said nearly a dozen MLAs and in this regard.government."Notices have been issued to 

Share anecdotes, initiatives that have transformed 
lives: PM Modi for next Mann ki Baat

Rahul Gandhi attacks 
PM Narendra Modi over 
assertion that MP's 
Rewa solar project is 
Asia's largest
New Delhi Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on 

Saturday attacked Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi over his assertion that the Rewa Ultra 
Mega Solar project in Madhya Pradesh is the 
largest in Asia.Prime Minister Modi on 
Friday launched the 750 MW solar project in 
Rewa in Madhya Pradesh through video-
conferencing."Asatyagrahi" (which roughly 
translates to 'one who does not believe in the 
struggle for truth'), said Gandhi on Twitter, 
tagging a tweet by the Prime Minister's Office 
which quoted Modi as saying that Rewa has 
been identified with Narmada and white 
tigers, but now the name of Asia's largest 
solar power project has also been added to it.

“Assume that the battle against Covid-19 is in 
the last phase and we have to win it,” he said.

Thackeray also appealed NGOs to come 
forward and adopt each of the 227 wards in 
the city. He has asked the officials of the 
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation 
(BMC) to help the NGOs in this work.

Congress tries to keep grand alliance 
intact for upcoming Bihar Assembly 

"Nitish Kumar ji, this isn't time to fight 
elections but the coronavirus. Don't 
endanger people's lives in this hurry to 
hold the polls," he tweeted.Kishor, once 
a confidant of the JD(U) president 
before he turned a critic and was 
expelled from the party, joins leaders 
like LJP chief Chirag Paswan and RJD's 
Tejashwi Yadav in suggesting that the 
Bihar assembly polls should be deferred 
due to the pandemic.Polls in Bihar are 

"hurry" to hold the assembly polls. due in October-November but the 
"The coronavirus situation in Bihar is New Delhi Poll strategist Prashant Kishor Election Commission has so far not made 

worsening like it is in many other states of took a swipe at Bihar Chief Minister Nitish any official announcement about its 
the country. But a big part of government Kumar on Saturday, saying this is time to schedule.The BJP and the JD(U) have 
machinery and resources are busy making fight the coronavirus not elections and that been holding organisational meetings and 
preparation for the polls.he should not endanger people's lives in a said that they are ready for the elections.

�The prime minister 
also shared on Twitter 
how people can send 
their suggestions for 
the Mann ki Baat radio 
programme. He said 
people can send their 
inputs on NaMo App 
or forums like MyGov.

The Ministry of 
Home Affairs on 
Saturday (May 
30) issued fresh 
guidelines for 
phased re-
opening of all 
activities outside 
containment 
zones for the 
next one month, 
till June 30. On 
the other hand, 
non-containment 
zones can open 
in a phased 
manner.
�

Bhopal Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan, who often describes Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi as “bhagwan ka vardan” 
(boon of god), went a step ahead on Friday, 
seemingly attributing divine powers to the 
PM.Chouhan, a BJP national vice-president, was 
speaking at an event at the party headquarters in 
Bhopal to mark the 100 days of the party-led 
government in the state.Accusing Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi of indulg

give inputs for #MannKiBaat. 
Record a message by dialing 1800-
11-7800. Share your inputs on the 
specially created Open Forum on the 
NaMo App. Pen your views on 
MyGov."In his last Mann ki Baat 
programme, PM Modi spoke about 
the standoff with China and also 
praised the Indian soldiers. He had 
also urged people to not label the 
year 2020 as a bad year.

PM Narendra Modi said India is 
tackling the "neighbour issue" and 
the country will emerge stronger. "In 
Ladakh, those who challenged us 
were given an adequate response. 
Our braves made supreme sacrifice 
but did not let adversaries prevail. 

New Delhi PM Narendra Modi has urged We feel the pain of their loss. Their 
people to send anecdotes and initiatives valour is India's strength," PM Modi 
that have brought about positive said.Narendra Modi will address the country which will take place on the 26th!" PM 
changes and transformed lives for his PM Modi has said that India is unlocking through Mann Ki Baat on July 26. Narendra Modi said on Twitter.The prime 
monthly address 'Mann ki Baat' and it is a time to work together to make minister also shared on Twitter how "I am sure you would be aware of inspiring 
programme, scheduled for 11 am on July the country "self-reliant". "India is people can send their suggestions for the anecdotes of how collective efforts have 
26. unlocking, be it in sectors like coal, space, Mann ki Baat radio programme. He said brought about positive changes. You 

Tweeting ahead of his scheduled Mann ki agriculture, and more. Time to work people can send their inputs on NaMo would surely know of initiatives that have 
Baat radio programme, PM Modi asked together to make India self-reliant and App or forums like MyGov.transformed many lives. Please share 
people to share inputs and suggestions for technologically advanced," PM Modi them for this month's #MannKiBaat, PM Modi said, "There are multiple ways to 
the next Mann ki Baat programme. PM said.

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) 
on Friday filed a chargesheet against six 
persons, including an ISIS terrorist, for 
their alleged involvement in the killing of a 
police official in Kanyakumari district of 
Tamil Nadu as part of waging a violent 
jihad.

In a major development, 
wanted Uttar Pradesh 
gangster Vikas Dubey was 
arrested in Madhya 
Pradesh's Ujjain on 
Thursday (July 9). It is 
learnt that Dubey had 
come to Ujjain to offer 
prayers at Mahakaal 
Temple. Dubey was 
identified by a guard at 
Mahakaal Temple.

The real problem for the 
Congress and the RJD is 
to stitch a workable 
seating adjustment with 
their three alliance 
partners -- Jitan Ram 
Manjhi's Hindustani 
Awam Morcha (HAM), 
Mukesh Sahani's 
Vikassheel Insaan Party 
(VIP) and Upendra 
Kushwaha's Rashtriya 
Lok Samta Party (RLSP) -
- for the Bihar Assembly 
elections this year.

Poll strategist Prashant Kishor 
joins leaders like LJP chief 
Chirag Paswan and RJD's 
Tejashwi Yadav in suggesting 
that the Bihar assembly polls 
should be deferred due to the 
pandemic.
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No compromise on rigorous evaluation for coronavirus 
vaccine candidates: Scientific Advisor VijayRaghavan

New Delhi India's COVID-19 vaccine C O VA X I N  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  i n  
candidates will go through a rigorous collaboration with Bharat Biotech.
evaluation process that will not be Responding to a question on ICMR's letter, 
compromised, the government's Principal VijayRaghvan said, "Today is 10th of the 
Scientific Advisor K VijayRaghavan said July and let''s say the phase 1 trial starts 
on Friday, indicating that the ICMR-Bharat today. And they start at all the 12 sites 
Biotech vaccine is unlikely to be out by simultaneously... (which is) unlikely.
August 15.Phase 1 of the human trial of any "Let us assume that they start together. Phase 
vaccine usually takes 28 days and that is 1 trial involves an injection, then another 
fo l lowed  by  two  o the r  phases ,  injection after seven days and then an 
VijayRaghavan said while addressing a examination after 14 days and then looking 
webinar at the Vivekananda International at the results of that before deciding, so 
Foundation.India's drug regulator has after 28 days"After Phase 1, there are two 
given the go-ahead for trials for two other phases, he stressed."So the timeline 
vaccine candidates -- Bharat Biotech for a vaccine, if we look at the global ones, 
vaccine and the Zydus Cadila vaccine."So, will go into phase 3 trials in several months 
the Bharat Biotech vaccine or the Zydus after the Phase 1 trial."Asked how the 
Cadila vaccine will go through a rigorous process can be fastened, VijayRaghavan 
evaluation process which will not be said Phases 1 and 2 can be combined and 
compromised, as ICMR clarified," conducted simultaneously. The two phases 
VijayRaghavan said.Even if the vaccine is focus on safety and immunogenicity in 
available today, it will take one or two humans. Phase 3 also requires a very large 
years for it to be made available for number of people over a very long time but 
everyone with priority being given to the that can also be shrunk."All this can take 
vulnerable, he said.Aiming to launch an can a five to 10-year period which can be 
indigenous COVID-19 vaccine by August brought down to about 12-15-month 
15, the Indian Council of Medical Research period. It is an enormously expensive 
has written to select medical institutions process because a massive parallel 
and hospitals to fast-track clinical trial processing is required.
approvals for the vaccine candidate 

WHO chief praises Dharavi's coronavirus 
containment strategy, says testing is key

Currency Notes (FICN).Since its New Delhi Over a year after a full-body 
installation, the Attari customs truck scanner (FBTS) was installed at 
officials have been dissatisfied with Rs the checkpost at India-Pakistan border 
23 crore truck scanner and few in the in Attari, it has stopped functioning 
customs department even went to the and authorities have called it 
extent of calling it a dud.defunct.The meeting of experts itself 

has faced significant delays due to the Punj Lloyd, the company which had 
lockdown. But on Friday, barring a bagged the Rs 120-crore contract from 
member from Atomic Energy the government for the supply of the 
Regulatory Board (AERB), rest of the FBTS has since then made some 
members from review committee changes. But an official said, 
comprising officials from SSB, BSF, "Customs wanted some very specific 
IB, customs and Land Port Authority changes."The purpose of FBTS was to 
of India carried out a detailed review locate hidden arms, ammunition, 
near International Border (IB). The explosives, detonators and IEDs. The 

permission from the Punjab government for the final report is expected to be submitted scanner was also meant to detect fake currency 
inspection team who then carried out the review.soon to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). and narcotics.

The team carried out 13 technical checks, MHA had earlier marked a deadline to review the The truck scanner project, at the cost of Rs 23 
including a penetrating test to see if the scanner full body scanner on June 30. The delay on crore, was announced in March 2017 by then 
has ability to detect 70 mm metal from behind a account of coronavirus was further complicated Minister of State (MoS) for Home Affairs, 
350 mm iron sheet.Another test was to identify because of the 14-day mandatory quarantine Kiren Rijiju.The report is likely to be submitted 
currency notes in dry fruit as the route has often rules in Punjab for people coming from Delhi. to Land Port Authority of India next week 
been used for smuggling of Fake Indian Finally, the MHA intervened and took special before the final review by Home Ministry.

Exclusive: BJP members 
stall discussion on 

coronavirus at PAC meeting
New Delhi The Public Accounts 

Committee (PAC) which met for 
the first time on Friday failed to 
take up discussion on the 
coronavirus pandemic, sources 
have told India Today TV.

PAC Chairman and Leader of 
Opposition in Lok Sabha, Adhir 
Ranjan Chowdhury's efforts to 
discuss hardships faced by people 
due to the coronavirus-induced 
lockdown in the country were 
stonewalled by the BJP members 
in the committee.

BJP MPs objected to his suggestion, 
citing rules governing the PAC.

During the PAC meeting, Adhir 
Chowdhury proposed to the 
members to take up the matter suo 
moto citing an unprecedented 
crisis globally. He requested the 
m e m b e r s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
coronavirus pandemic and its 
ramifications on agriculture, 
MSMEs, and response by the 
health sector.Adhir Ranjan 
appealed to the members to let the 
discussion take place through 
consensus, driven by conscience.

The efforts were objected by BJD 
MP Bhrithari Mehtab, who 
opposed the move citing rules. 
Adhir Ranjan told the BJD MP that 
in the past, PAC had taken up 
discussion on the 2G and 3G 
allocation issues. However, BJP 
MP Bhupendra Yadav said it was 
done only after the CAG report.

Bhupendra Yadav also asserted that 
voting among members should be 
held to get the majority view for 
any suo moto discussion under rule 
269.With the majority heavily in 
favour of the ruling BJP, the PAC 
Chairman had to drop his 
proposal.Congress sources told 
India Today TV that BJP members 
feared that any exchange of 
thoughts on coronavirus pandemic 
could lead to a discussion on PM 
CARES fund, hence it was stalled.

the novel coronavirus in Dharavi, saying in June," the Centre had said earlier.The New Delhi The World Health Organisation 
proactive measures reduced the growth rate BMC adopted a model of actively following (WHO) on Friday lauded the efforts put in to 
of the infection in Asia's largest slum to 1.02 the four T's - tracing, tracking, testing and break the chain of the novel coronavirus in 
per cent in June from 12 per cent in April. treating, the ministry said. This approach the "densely packed area in the megacity of 
The Union Health Ministry had lauded the included activities like proactive screening Mumbai", Dharavi, among other countries.
BMC for ensuring a steep decline of daily and while 47,500 people were covered by Stating Italy, Spain and South Korea, and even 
Covid-19 cases in Dharavi from an average doctors and private clinics in house-to-house in Dharavi as examples, WHO Chief Tedros 
of 43 in May to 19 in the third week of screening, about 14,970 people were Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that however 
June.The BMC faced several challenges in screened with the help of mobile vans, and "intense" the outbreak was in some 
Dharavi where 80 per cent of the population 4,76,775 were surveyed by BMC health countries, the coronavirus could still be 
depends on community toilets, it workers."Fever clinics were set up for chased through aggressive action. He also 
said.About 8-10 people live in households screening high-risk category such as suppressing the virus," Tedros said.said that it is still possible to bring 

or hutment that measures about 10/10 feet, elderly/senior citizens. This helped to screen coronavirus outbreaks under control, even Tedros statement comes on the day, Mike 
coupled with the existence of narrow lanes 3.6 lakh people. Also, around 8246 senior though the number of cases has more than Ryan,  head of  the  World Heal th  
with two-three-storey houses where often citizens were surveyed and as part of its doubled in the past six weeks. Organization's emergencies programme said 
the ground floor is a house and other floors policy of 'timely separation', they were that it was unlikely that the new coronavirus "In the last six weeks cases have more than 
are used as factories, the statement separated from the other community to would be eliminated. He further said that to doubled," Tedros told a virtual press 
said.According to the BMC's infographic effectively limit the transmission of the avoid future flare-ups of the disease, conference in Geneva. However, "there are 
based on July 8 data, five civic wards, four disease," the ministry said.To tackle the issue countries would have to act quickly after many examples from around the world that 
from western suburbs and G-south ward in of manpower to carry out proactive coming out of lockdowns.Speaking have shown that even if the outbreak is very 
Island City where Asia's largest slum screening in high-risk zones, the BMC alongside Ryan, Maria Van Kerkhove, intense, it can still be brought back under 
Dharavi is located, have over 5,000 cases forged strategic public-private partnerships technical lead on the Covid-19 pandemic at control," said Tedros.
each."Being densely populated (2,27,136 in containment measures and all available the WHO, said that airborne transmission of "Some of these examples are Italy, Spain and 
persons/sq km), Dharavi had 491 cases in 'private' practitioners were mobilised, the the new coronavirus had always been a South Korea, and even in Dharavi - a densely 
April 2020 with a 12 per cent growth rate and ministry had said."BMC provided the private concern but that droplets appeared to be the packed area in the megacity of Mumbai - a 
a case doubling period of 18 days," it said. doctors with PPE Kits, thermal scanners, most common infection route.Earlier, the strong focus on community engagement and 
"The proactive measures adopted by BMC pulse Oxymeters, masks and gloves and Centre had also praised the Mumbai civic the basics of testing, tracing, isolating and 
reduced the Covid-19 growth rate to 4.3 per started door-to-door screening in high-risk b o d y,  B r i h a n m u m b a i  M u n i c i p a l  treating all those that are sick is key to 
cent in May 2020 and further to 1.02 per cent zones and all suspects were identified.Corporation (BMC), for "actively" chasing breaking the chains of transmission and 

Rs 23 crore truck scanner at Attari border goes 
defunct after a year, MHA awaits report

Uma Bharti questions 
Dubey arrest in Ujjain

Bhopal While congratulating the Uttar Pradesh 
police for gunning down Vikas Dubey, former 
Union Minister and senior BJP leader Uma 
Bharti questioned the circumstances leading 
to the gangster’s arrest from the Mahakal 
Temple in Ujjain.The former Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister said mystery surrounds the 
arrest that took place hours before his death in 
an alleged encounter near Kanpur.“How did 
he reach Ujjain? How much time did he spend 
on the temple premises? Why did it take so 
long to recognise him given that his face has 
been shown so much on television that anyone 
would have recognised him?” she 
tweeted.Bharti said she would speak to 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan and Home Minister Narottam 
Mishra about the temple arrest.

“But it’s true that Lord Mahakal annihilated the 
killer (Dubey) of an honest police officer like 
Devendra Mishra,” she added.

Don't take voters for granted, even Indira Gandhi, Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee had lost: NCP chief Sharad Pawar

defeated."It means that in terms of the differences with CM Thackeray on the Mumbai Taking aim at the Bharatiya Janata 
democratic rights, the common man is lockdown in the state, Pawar said, Party (BJP), Nationalist Congress Party 
wiser than the politicians. If we "Absolutely not. What differences? For (NCP) president Sharad Pawar has said 
politicians cross the line, he teaches us a what? During the entire period of lockdown, that politicians should not take voters for 
lesson. Therefore, people do not like the I have had excellent communication with the granted as even powerful leaders like 
stand that 'we will come back to power'," chief minister and continue to do so."Indira Gandhi and Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
he said."No politician should take people had been defeated in elections.Criticising Pawar, who played a key role in bringing 
for granted. Nobody should take a stand former Maharashtra Chief Minister together the Sena, Congress and NCP for 
that he would return to power. People Devendra Fadnavis over his 'Mi punha formation of government in the state in 
thought that this stand smacks of yein' (I will come back) refrain during the November last year, blamed the media and 
arrogance and hence feeling grew among last year's assembly polls, Sharad Pawar said sarcastically that the news gathering 
them that they should be taught a lesson," said that voters thought that this stance activity had been hit by the coronavirus-
Sharad Pawar said.Sharad Pawar said the smacked of arrogance and felt that they induced lockdown and they had the This is for the first time that a non-Shiv Sena 

change of government in Maharashtra was should be taught a lesson. responsibility to fill the pages of leader has featured in a marathon interview 
not an accident. newspapers."I have been reading reports of Sharad Pawar also said that that there was not series in the party mouthpiece. It has so far 

"People of Maharashtra voted in line of the growing differences among the three allies, an "iota of truth" in reports about differences published marathon interviews of late Bal 
sentiment prevailing in the country during but there is not an iota of truth in that," he in the three ruling allies- Shiv Sena, NCP and Thackeray and Uddhav Thackeray.
the national elections. But the mood changed said.Speaking about the style of functioning Congress- that are part of the Uddhav Replying to a query over BJP's defeat in the 
during the assembly polls. Even though BJP of Shiv Sena founder Bal Thackeray and Thackeray-led Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA). last assembly polls in the state, Sharad Pawar 
did well in the Lok Sabha polls, it fared Uddhav Thackeray, Pawar said, "Although Sharad Pawar said this in an interview by Shiv said, "In a democracy, you cannot think that 
poorly in assembly elections in different Balasaheb was never in the seat of power, he Sena leader and Executive Editor of party you will remain in power eternally. Voters 
states. Even people of Maharashtra voted for was the driving force behind the power. He mouthpiece 'Saamana'. The first of the three- will not tolerate if they are taken for granted. 
a change," he said. got power in Maharashtra due to his part interview series was published in the Powerful leaders mass base with like Indira 

ideology.Replying to a query over his reported Marathi daily on Saturday. Gandhi and Atal Bihari Vajpayee had been 

Sanskrit to replace urdu 
on railway signboards 

in Uttarakhand
Two booked on sedition 
charges for 'horse-
trading' ahead of RS 
polls: Official
Jaipur Two persons have been booked on 

charges of sedition and hatching criminal 
conspiracy for their alleged involvement in 
horse-trading of Congress MLAs ahead of the 
Rajya Sabha elections last month, a top 
official said on Friday.The case was lodged 
following surveillance of their mobile phones 
and the identity of political leaders who were 
in their touch is being ascertained, said 
Additional Director General Ashok Rathore 
of Rajasthan Anti-Terrorist Squad and 
Special Operation Group."Mobile phone of 
anti-social elements were put on surveillance. 
Based on the interception of two phones, 
some facts have come to fore that they and 
some others might be involved in the horse-
trading of MLAs," Rathore told reporters.

"So an FIR has been registered against the two 
persons owning the mobile phones and a few 
others," he added.He said a case has been 
registered under IPC sections 124-A and 120-
B.Rathore said a probe is on ascertain the 
identity of political leaders, who were in 
contact with these persons.

He said a manhunt has been launched to nab the 
duo, while a probe is on also on another 
complaint lodged by Congress Chief Whip 
Mahesh Joshi.Joshi had filed a complaint 
with the Anti-Corruption Bureau for a probe 
into the possible horse-trading bids while the 
ruling Congress dispensation had also lodged 
a complaint with the SOG for an investigation 
into the organised crime of money transfer for 
horse-trading of legislators to influence the 
outcome of Rajya Sabha elections and to 
topple the Ashok Gehlot-led Congress 
government.

Taking a strict view of complaints of exorbitant fee being charged by private hospitals, 
Punjab CM Amarinder Singh termed such actions as "anti-people and anti-national"

*Mumbai's recovery rate 
now stands at 67 per cent 
while the doubling rate of 
cases stands at 44 days, 
the Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
said.

Stating Italy, Spain and South 
Korea, and even in Dharavi as 
examples, WHO Chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that 
however "intense" the outbreak 
was in some countries, the 
coronavirus could still be chased 
through aggressive action.

 Hyderabad  Nearly 200 nursing staff working 
on contract at the Gandhi General Hospital in 
Hyderabad, Telangana’s nodal centre for 
treatment of Covid-19 cases, sat on an 
indefinite strike Saturday morning in support 
of regularisation of their services and 
payment on par with newly recruited 
outsourcing nursing staff.

The strike comes barely a month after junior 
doctors at the hospital had staged a protest 
seeking decentralisation of Covid-19 
treatment, immediate recruitment of 
additional staff, and enhanced security for all 
frontline workers.

A few contractual nurses, who stepped out on 
the road outside the hospital campus as media 
was not allowed inside, said they never 
receive their salaries on time and that a few 
months’ payment remains pending.The 
nurses had met with the director of medical 
education (DME), Dr. K Ramesh Reddy, 
Friday and submitted a representation 
addressed to health minister Eatala Rajender. 
In the letter, they said a total of 200 staff were 
working since 2007 on a contract and were 
paid Rs 15,000 per month after deductions. 
Having put themselves on the front line in the 
wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, many 
among them were already infected with the 
virus as they requested the minister to 
regularise their services. Follow Telangana, 
Andhra Pradesh Coronavirus Live 
UpdatesThose nursing staff recruited 
recently are being paid Rs 25,000 to Rs 
28,000 whereas we have been working for the 
last 13 years with a take-home salary of Rs 
15,000,” said Megha Bellapurla, the 
president of outsourcing nursing staff 
association at Gandhi hospital.

According to her, nearly 80 of them were 
detained by police and shifted to Amberpet 
and Sultanbazaar police stations after they 
squatted outside the DME’s office Friday 
afternoon. “The DME responded that the file 
about our salaries is yet to move and that the 
chief minister would have to decide on the 
issue.

Madhya Pradesh 
woman arrested for 
killing cousin over 
suspicion of affair with 
husband

Shahdol A35-year-old woman allegedly 
hacked her cousin to death on Saturday on 
suspicion that she was having affair with her 
husband in Madhya Pradesh's Shahdol 
district, the police said.The incident took 
place at Padhkar village, 45 km from the 
district headquarters.

The accused was identified as Roshani Kewat.
Roshani suspected that her cousin Lalita Kewat 

(30), who lived nearby, was having affair 
with her husband, said inspector Mahendra 
Singh Chauhan of Budhar police station.

"Roshani lost her cool when she saw Lalita 
talking on mobile phone. She thought Lalita 
was speaking to her husband. She picked up 
an axe lying nearby and hit Lalita in the neck 
thrice, killing her on the spot," the officer 
said.Later she allegedly told the police that 
she suspected that Lalita was having affair 
with her husband.

Hyderabad: Contract 
nurses at Gandhi 
hospital go on strike

Gangtok The Sikkim government has 
decided to allow only those security 
personnel to enter the Himalayan state who 
test negative for coronavirus, a senior health 
official said on Saturday.

Rapid antigen tests will be conducted 
exclusively on security personnel, 
including those from the Army and the 
paramilitary forces, at the Rangpo border 
check-post from Saturday onwards, he said.

"Those testing positive for Covid-19 during 
the rapid antigen tests will not be allowed to 
enter Sikkim and will be sent back to 
quarantine centres from where they came," 
said Director General-cum-Secretary of the 
Health Department, Dr Pemba T Bhutia.

The measure comes after more than three 
dozen security personnel posted in the 
Himalayan state, bordering China, tested 
positive for COVID-19.Earlier, thermal 
screening was conducted on everyone 
including security personnel entering the 
state through the border check-posts.

The rapid antigen tests, that give results faster, 
will be conducted for free for the first 15 
days, he said.Meanwhile, eight more people 
have recovered from coronavirus in the 
state, the official said.Of the 121 
coronavirus cases in the state, 41 are active 
and 13 patients (Army personnel) have 
migrated to neighbouring West Bengal, 
while the remaining people have been cured 
of the disease, he added.

Security personnel 
testing coronavirus 
positive won't be 
allowed to enter Sikkim: 
State govt

*Mumbai's recovery rate 

now stands at 67 per 
cent while the doubling 
rate of cases stands at 
44 days, the 
Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
said.

Notice of Annual General Meeting, E-voting & Book Closure
Notice is hereby given that the 48th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the company will be held 
on Tuesday, the 4th August, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. at the Registered Office of the Company to transact 
the business as set out in the Notice convening the meeting which has been dispatched to all the 
shareholders on 11th July, 2020 at their registered addresses along with the Directors’ Report and 
Audited Accounts for the year ended 31st March, 2020.
As per Section 108 of Companies Act, 2013 (“the Act”) read with Rule 20 of the Companies 
(Management and Administration) Rules, 2014 and Regulation 44 of SEBI (Listing Obligations and 
Disclosure Requirements) Regulation, 2015 (“the Listing Regulations”), the Company is pleased to 
provide its Members the facility to cast their votes by electronic means on all the resolutions set forth in 
the Notice which includes remote e-voting (i.e. voting electronically from a place other than the venue 
of the general meeting) and voting at the AGM. The Company has engaged the services of National 
Securities Depository Limited. (“NSDL”) for facilitating voting by electronic means. The e-voting 
period will commence at 9.00 A.M. on Saturday, the 1st August, 2020 and ends at 5.00 P.M. on Monday 
the 3rd August, 2020. The e-voting module will be disabled by NSDL for voting thereafter. The other 
details pursuant to the provisions of the Act and the Rules are given hereunder:
1) Members of the Company holding shares either in physical form or in demat form as on the cut-off 

date of 28th July, 2020 only shall be entitled avail the facility of remote e-voting as well as voting at 
the AGM.

2) Persons who have acquired shares and became members of the Company after the dispatch 
of Notice but before the cut of date of 28th July, 2020, may obtain their User Id and password for 
e-voting from National Securities Depository Limited. (“NSDL”) at evoting@nsdl.co.in.

3) The Notice of the AGM is also available on www.evoting.nsdl.com. For detailed instructions 
pertaining to e-voting, Members may refer to Note 15 of the Notice of AGM.

4) Members who have casted their votes by remote e-voting prior to the meeting may also attend the 
meeting but shall not be entitled to cast their vote again.

5) Notice of 48th Annual General Meeting along with instruction of e-voting is also available on website 
of company at www.sunriseindustrial.co.in and also on website of Bombay Stock Exchange at 
www.bseindia.com.

In case of any queries pertaining to e-voting, you may refer to the FAQs for shareholders and e-voting 
manual for shareholders available at www.evoting.nsdl.com or contact NSDL at Tel. 1800-222-990 
(toll Free).
NOTICE is further given pursuant to the provisions of Section 91 of Companies Act, 2013 and rules 
made thereunder and Regulation 42 of the Listing Regulations, the Registrar of Members and Share 
Transfer books of the Company will remain closed from Wednesday, 29th July, 2020 to Tuesday,  
4th August, 2020 (both days inclusive) for the purpose of the AGM of the Company.
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